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Junior Girls’ Camp (Oct 2) 
Nine intrepid souls, Sarah James and Mrs Cashell set out with high 
expectations of an Indian summer weekend on the Llyn peninsula; 
oh how their hopes were dashed as first torrential rain, second                        
incessant and unremitting winds and third a lack of motivation to 
sleep from the girls made the night a tougher one than they had  
anticipated.  Still, bacon sarnies and a great trip to the Haven Centre                  
restored flagging spirits.  (Rumours that the night walk was longer 
than planned are totally unfounded!) 

Paintballing (Oct 2) 
Such was the demand for places, two trips set off paintballing.  The 
seniors visited St George’s and the junior group travelled to                      
Criccieth.  What was particularly pleasing about all three activities 
this weekend, was the large number of day pupils who enjoyed the 
chance to participate.  Why boys and girls have a fascination with 
guns and charging around shooting at each other is still a little bit of 
a mystery to me, but, despite atrocious weather conditions, we un-
derstand a good time was had by all! 

Snowdon Ascent (Oct 10) 
So there were only three brave souls (all from Edwards); Laura 
Munton, Georgina Kenward and Rebecca Potts.  Mark from Eryri 
Mountaineering was our guide and, together with Mr Cashell, with 
swirling mist conditions, we settled for a trip up via the Miners’ 
Path.  We made excellent time and reached the top of the path at 
11.45am.  Here, we sheltered as the wind was gusting and donned 
waterproofs.  15 minutes later we were snapping photos on the  
summit as, amazingly, the clouds cleared and we got the majestic, 
panoramic views that made the trip even more special.  We grabbed 
a quick lunch in the café and then headed down the Pyg Trail, in 
complete sunshine, so much so that we were in t-shirts by the time 
we reached the Pen y Pass car park.   
 
Also on the Sunday, Abs and Mr Leach took a bus full of eager 
Fives players for the opening game of the season.  This proved a 
massive learning experience (which would prove useful for the next 
fixture – see November report).  In addition , Mr Jones went out the 
day after Dr Roberts, joining a group sea kayaking in the Menai 
Straits.  Finally, many pupils, both boarding and day enjoyed a 
shopping trip to Liverpool 1. 

Chill Factore (Nov 7) 
Sarah James and Gaz Robinson took a group to Manchester for an 
afternoon at the fabulous indoor snow dome.  Among the highlights 
of the day was Tony Chu learning to snow board in about 30                   
minutes due to the excellent direction of Valentin Joerss. 

Mountain Scrambling (Nov 7) 
Mr Baxter led a party of group of ten pupils and Mr Cashell to Moel 
Siabod.  Having parked just outside Capel Curig, we skirted around 
the southern side of the mountain (872m high) and had our lunch on 
the lower slopes of the southern ridge.  The weekend had seen the 
first snow of the year and we could see the snow line above us  

 

which we encountered 
about 150m below the 
summit.  It was a slight 
scramble in parts but 
highly enjoyable and 
rewarding.  Of particu-
lar note was the range 
of pupils who attended 
from day pupils and 
boarders; IB and A-
level; girls and boys; Prep (Adam Bentouri) to Upper Sixth 
(Steven Brown).  We descended to the woods above Plas y 
Brenin and followed the river back to the bus.  The day was 
fabulous and the pupils wonderful company. 

Ashcroft House trip to London (Nov 13-15)                                   
by Seren Roberts and Leona Leung                                                    
London was a good experience as some of us had not been          
before. We enjoyed visiting the sites especially the London  
Dudgeons as we were all terrified. We also had the experience  
of going on the underground train although it was not what we 
were use to we soon got into the swing of it.  Through out the 
trip we had many laughs for example when Jemeila almost fell 
asleep in her MacDonald's and Georgina and Elizabeth               
managed to eat everyone's chips. We would also like to thank 
the teachers who took us on this fun weekend. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top Gear trip (Nov 14) 
Two mini-busses full of 
car enthusiasts made the 
exciting trip to the NEC 
in Birmingham for a 
petrol fuelled day which 
culminated in the live 
recording of the TV 
show Top Gear.  Mr 
Farnell, Dr Ward, Gaz 
and Ken Hulme ran the 
trip which was enjoyed 
by all despite the length 
of day. 



Inter-house Drama competition (Nov 19-20) 
The stakes were significantly raised this year after the success of Hathaway last 
year with their Dad’s Army production.  On the Friday night, Ashcroft                     
entertained us with a series of sketches – the fork handles (four candles) and 
hoes (hose), a Two Ronnies sketch, brilliantly parodied by James Harrison 
(Barker) and Fred Huang (Corbett).  Equally successful were Donie Lee and 
Nicky Hui in the Morecombe and Wise breakfast sketch, made more memorable 
when the ‘real’ sausages being swung around broke off and flew across the 
stage. 
 
Beecholme, last year’s finalists, made it through again to the final with their  
performance of ‘Terraces’.  Ashley Jones, who both starred and directed the 
play, was outstanding in the lead role, which led to the adjudicator, Elaine Atack 
awarding him the                
prestigious ‘Outstanding 
Theatrical Achievement 
Cup’. 
 
Hathaway, last year’s 
winners, failed to                          
progress as the standard 
of the competition was                       
significant.  Their ‘The 
Editor regrets’ was a fast 
paced television style 
show which was                
interlaced with three 
wonderful advert breaks 
showing boys variously involved in Milk Tray, Hovis and Fairy Liquid adverts. 
Edwards’ ‘Mirror, Mirror’ was brilliantly staged, with Sam Sperring and Anna 
Wieser awe inspiring as the Mirror and Wicked Stepmother respectively.  The 
directors, Anna Lamb and Lea Hemmerle had interwoven a series of amusing 
cameos which saw the girls high on inventiveness and fun.  The play was the 
second to reach the final and ultimately triumphed with The Price Cup being 
awarded to Edwards.  
 
Netherton’s ‘Ring Game’ also made the final and saw some outstanding                        
individual performances against the back drop of a fast-paced comedy which 
reflected good comic timing, notably from Aaron Gwyn and Peter Bailey.   
Holding the play together and winning the Adjudicators’ Cup was Jens Bergman 
whose wit and accent as the old Italian woman rightly won him rave reviews. 
 
Our thanks go to Elaine for her time and commitment to the adjudication process 
and particularly to Mr Lavin and the stage crew for their support throughout the 
lead up to the weekend. 

What happened towards the end of term... 

 
Manchester City v Bolton Wanderers, Laser Quest, Shopping trip to 

Cheshire Oaks, ice skating at Deeside, a production of Cinderella at 

Venue Cymru, and city centre shopping in Manchester                     
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Fives & Water Park (Nov 21) 
After the cast parties of Saturday night, pupils were 
active again in diverse ways on the Sunday.  Seven 
pairs of Fives players travelled to Wolverhampton 
for the Midlands Eton Fives Tournament.  Divine 
Shanganya and Tor Williams won through a tough 
group to the Cup knockout whilst the other pairs 
fought it out in the Plate competition.  In an all 
Rydal Penrhos final, Adam Sabri and Jack Sissons, 
the youngest pair on show, defeated Tom Cotterell 
and Shaswath Ganapathi. 
 
Meanwhile a group of pupils took on the water    
features at Stoke on Trent Water park under the 
direction of Dr Warrington and Mrs Walsh.  A 
‘splashing’ time was had by all, we are told. 
 
 
Sea Kayaking & Chill Factore (Nov 28) 
Aptly, given the snow conditions and cancellation 
of fixtures the previous day, Sarah and Gaz took 
another trip to 
Manchester 
where Oleg’s 
prowess on the 
snowboard was 
put under               
particular              
scrutiny.  More 
surprising was 
the sight of Dr 
Roberts casting 
off from Llandudno beach with a merry band of 
kayakers; how they coped with the cold is beyond 
me, but perhaps the two hours of training in the 
school pool on a Friday evening would not have 
adequately prepared them for the freezing                       
conditions! 
 
So, another busy couple of months;  loads of                  
opportunity, choice and involvement and lots more 
still to come next term.  We welcome ideas,                       
suggestions and comments about what we offer, so 
please, parents, pupils and staff: get in touch with 
Miss Hearn and let us know what it is you would 
like us to plan for the future;                            
rhearn@rydal-penrhos.com                  
 
Tim Cashell 
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