END OF TERM REVIEW – DECEMBER 2010
During the past term, the Charity Committee and the Eco Committee have been busy organising and hosting a number of events in order to raise money and awareness for worthwhile causes. 

The main focus of the Charity Committee this year is the Multiple Sclerosis Society. To date, we have raised in excess of £2,000. The first event was the “G-J-M-S” Day, where pupils and teachers dressed up in costumes whose titles began with these letters. Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Cashell, staff winners, who came as Grandparents although many of the school outside Chapel saw no change from Mr Cashell’s normal Grumpy behaviour.

The next event was the “Childhood Dreams” Day where people dressed up as their childhood dream. Congratulations to the Police Girls for winning the fancy dress award and to good old Captain Bird’s Eye – our very own Lieutenant Simpson for his Naval attire. Thanks, too, to Dr Edwards and Ms Ashworth for their hosting of a very successful auction which raised yet more money. Finally, last week, there was a Lower School disco. 

The Eco Committee has begun a recycling campaign around school, aimed at making the school a greener place. This followed the first ever Eco Committee Chapel, which tried to explain the importance of protecting our environment.

Next term, both committees will be joining forces in order to host a big event – a talent show under the title of the RP Xcess / X Factor Show, which will hopefully raise a large amount of money and awareness for a variety of charities chosen by each committee. 

The Amnesty Group has been very busy again; thought provoking Chapel, poster displays, fund raising and, of course, the magnificent Culture Shock show shortly before half term.  It really was a marvellous example of the teamwork and initiative, that we often take for granted, working so fantastically well.  Mrs Richardson, of course, played a huge part and, with others, she has also created the Well Being Centre which has boasted numerous relaxation and meditation classes for both pupils and staff.
The recent A2 drama performance was well received with a good audience enjoying a talented group of actors presenting their examination piece.  The School Show rehearsal lunchtime clubs sessions have been very well attended and weekend and evening rehearsals are in full swing for ‘A Funny Thing Happened on the way to the Forum’ which will show for four evenings at the end of next term.

We also enjoyed the Boarding House plays where Ashley Jones and Jens Bergman received individual acclaim and Edwards won the Price Cup for the best House play.
Musicians have delighted us in Chapel on a Monday this term as well as at two lunchtime concerts and, last week, at the Christmas Concert.  The Jazz Band and Choir have also performed out of school, at the RNLI carol service last night, and will round off the term with brio this afternoon.
AWARD OF MUSIC CERTIFICATES (TC)
Associated Board of the Royal School of Music
Emily Harrison

Grade 2 Piano
Sara Popa

Grade 3 Violin

Sian Stanworth

Grade 3 Piano
Jack Bowley

Grade 3 Theory of Music
Jasmine Leach

Grade 3 Theory of Music
Jasmine Leach

Grade 4 Clarinet
Jack Sissons

Grade 4 Theory of Music

Elliott D-Juniper
Grade 4 Theory of Music
Anjalina Mitra

Grade 4 Violin

Emily Hickman
Grade 4 Alto Sax

Imogen Long

Grade 5 Oboe
Annabel Large

Grade 5 Theory of Music
Martha Tewkesbury
Grade 7 Flute
The Girls’ 1st XI hockey team have remained unbeaten this term and, in common with most of the boys and girls teams, have struggled to play fixtures recently due to the poor weather.  There was a great deal of success throughout the girls’ teams with all age groups recording a number of wins over the course of the term.
The senior boys’ rugby teams have also had a very successful term.  When the WRU Academy members joined in September, it was clear that their standards and the performance level of the school would be higher than before.  However, it is equally fair to record that considerable progress has been made by the remainder of the squad who have come up through the school, and Monday’s outstanding display against Crawshays in the first sixty minutes reflected the huge improvement that has resulted.  We are still in the Daily Mail vase and, next term, we can look forward with great anticipation and no little confidence to building on this term’s work.

The Under 15 team recorded an impressive 27-5 win over St Mary’s, Crosby yesterday to progress still further in the Daily Mail vase too.  The Under 14 and Under 13 teams battled hard this year but both sides will have to remember the improved performances rather than results for the future.  The Under 12 team have made an excellent start to their rugby careers and several players have very bright futures ahead of them.

Congratulations to Jake Lovatt and Morgan Jones for their involvement in North Wales regional age group sides and, of course, to the seven Academy players; we hope that there may be Welsh representative honours beckoning in the new year.
AWARD OF INTER-HOUSE COMPETITION TROPHIES (TC)

Inter Rugby


Morgan

Junior Rugby


Morgan

Inter Hockey


Osborn

Junior Hockey

Osborn
Year 8 Boys’ Badminton
Payne
In other sports the 4 S’s have been predominant this term.  Our skiers performed well in the British Ski Championships and have two major events to look forward to next term.  We also wish Ella Ward success in her month long training camp in the French Alps next month.  The Sailing Department have been busy, not only before half term with regular club nights and fixtures but also at weekends with training camps.  Our swimmers have been on good form – Roy Sterling continues to impress and has represented Wales on a number of occasions, and I would like to present the winners of the Urdd qualifiers with their certificates: we wish them good luck in Cardiff at the end of January.  
AWARD OF URDD WINNING SWIMMERS CERTIFICATES (TC)

Winner of Junior Front Crawl and also both Junior Freestyle and Medley Relays – Max Copeland
Winner of Inter Front Crawl and both inter Freestyle and Medley Relays – Dylan Coombes
Winner of both Senior Front Crawl and Breastroke – Roy Sterling

Junior Freestyle and Medley Relay winners; Alex Sharples, Adam Zeitoun and Louis Coombes

Inter Freestyle and Medley Relay winners; Jake Lovatt, Tom Harding and Alex Azurza

Junior Freestyle Relay winners; Grace Lovatt, Emily Hare, Ellie Scarf and Emily Harrison
Finally, our show jumpers have also competed well on two occasions this term.  In October, the riding team travelled to Southview, Cheshire where the team jumped clear and were 4 points off third place, achieving a respectable fourth, out of 16 schools. The team was made up of Angharad Grindal, Jake Vaughan-Thomas, Emily Hickman and Georgia Jones from the prep school.

Jemelia Bentouri competed well as an individual and was the first to go in a class of 52.

Jake Vaughan-Thomas must be congratulated on taking fourth place as an individual, with over 60 entrants in the ‘Team Challenge.’
AWARD OR MOST IMPROVED AND PLAYER OF THE YEAR (TC)
Most Improved
Hockey


Rugby
Year 7


Tara Edwards


Alex Leung

Year 8


Sophie Foulkes


Sebastian Schmidt

Year 9


Seren Roberts


William Murphy

Year 10

Sophie Cashell


Ashley Morgan

Player of the Season
Hockey


Rugby

Year 7


Ellie Scarf


Adam Sabri
Year 8


Hannah Cashell

Jake Vaughan-Thomas
Year 9


Annabelle Harrison

Glen Davies
Year 10

Hannah Davies

Jake Lovatt
Last summer a member of the school was selected to represent Wales in his sport.  Recently, Jack Sissons received his Cap in a gala evening in Cardiff.  It is my very great privilege, in front of the school, to re-present his Wales under 11 Cricket Cap.  Congratulations, Jack Sissons.

AWARD OF CAP (PAL-B) 
Everyone in the school has been encouraged to support the clubs and societies programme and my thanks to the staff who have run the clubs at lunchtimes and in the evening.  Among the many new ventures this term has been Tricky Physics, Architectural Modelling, Badminton and for those in year 10, Crest.  

Crest is an annual engineering-education scheme tested skill levels in project planning, problem solving, self direction and management as well as achieving a unique outcome in the field of science or technology.

It gives pupils the chance to work alongside professionals including company visits to explore their challenge and for some groups, the opportunity to work alongside staff at Bangor University.  Some of the current projects are very exciting and those involved are to be congratulated for their efforts thus far; we look forward to the end product next term.
One of the fastest growing and most popular clubs has been Fives.  Much of the interest developed in the activity has been due to the enthusiasm and commitment of Abhishek Battacharya.  He has been running sessions, it appears, at every opportunity, the uptake has been phenomenal and fixtures and successes have resulted; notably, Adam Sabri and Jack Sissons winning the Midlands Eton Fives Plate U14 competition.

Among many highlights of weekend activities, was the Ashcroft London Trip.  A resumé written by the girls themselves gives a flavour of what they got up to:
‘London was a good experience as some of us had not been before. We enjoyed visiting the sites especially the London Dungeons as we were all terrified. We also had the experience of going on the underground train, and although it was not what we were used to, we soon got into the swing of it.  Throughout the trip we had many laughs, for example when Jemelia almost fell asleep in her MacDonalds and Georgina and Elizabeth managed to eat everyone’s chips. We would also like to thank the teachers who took us on this fun weekend.’
 
Also this term there have been countless other trips; Sun Centre, Chill Factore, Celtic Crusaders, Man City games, Water park, go-karting, paintballing – the list is seemingly endless.  Do please get involved in as much as you can and ensure you take advantage of all that the school has to offer.  The details of next term’s activities are going home with your reports so please sign up and get involved.

AWARD OF HEADMASTER’S PRIZES (TC)

Awarded to pupils who, in the opinion of the Headmaster, have made an outstanding contribution to the life of the school.  This term I have made six awards:

James Harrison

Ho Wing Ma

Beth Cotterell

Joe Hughes

Sam Owens

Martha Tewkesbury

There is simply not enough time to record or report on everything that you have achieved; suffice to say, all of these tributes would not have been possible without the efforts of your teachers.  On behalf of you, I thank them for their commitment and offer especial good wishes to Heinrich and Sheridan as they return to Australia tomorrow.  Thank you for your wonderful contribution and to you and all my colleagues, thank you on behalf of the school and very best wishes for Christmas.

This report has focussed so far on the extra curricular and now it is time to pay tribute to all those who have performed so well academically:
AWARD OF LEADING MERIT TOTALS (yrs 7-9) (TC)
Year 7;

Alex Roberts, Charlotte Owen
Year 8;

Donnie Lee, Grace Lovatt, Sean Robinson

Year 9;

Jack Bancroft, Nicky Hui, Ruaridh Williams

AWARD EFFORT PRIZES (TC)

Year 7
Katie Marston, Will Marston, Amelia Perring, Ellie Scarf, Jack Sissons
Year 8
Jodi Anchors, Kate Cryer, Anne Gerken, Angelina Mitra, Seb Schmidt

Year 9
Eve Davies, Glen Davies, Georgina Pullman, Seren Roberts, Robert Warrington

Year 10  Laurie Brummitt, Sophie Cashell, Lydia Davidson, Lucy Xie

Year 11  Emily Carr, Henry Salisbury, Kape Wong, Sarah Wright

Year 12  Harriet Barlow, Eleanor Bickerton, Natasha Kanvinde, Eleanor Murphy, Michelle Tan, Tom Warrington

Year 13  Josefin Betsholtz, Michelle Bohrson, Stephen Brown, Sarah White, Emily Wynn
Finally, the pinnacle of many sportsmen and women’s time at school will be the award of Sports Colours.  

AWARD COLOURS (TC)

Girls’ Hockey:
Catherine Davies, Ffion Griffiths, Lydia Parry, Beth Stevens and re-awarded to;

Imogen Watson, Sarah White and Emily Wynn.

Rugby:   Lewis Barker, Max Barth, Tom Carr, Callum Jones, Dion Jones, Dan Parry, Ben Walsh, Tom Wright and re-awarded to; Michael Kitchen
